
Bill: VA HB12 - Income tax, state; standard deduction.

AI Summary:

This bill permanently establishes an enhanced standard deduction for Virginia state income tax returns, maintaining the amounts of
$8,750 for single individuals and $17,500 for married individuals filing jointly. Currently, these higher standard deduction amounts were
set to expire after the 2026 tax year, at which point they would have reverted to $3,000 for single individuals and $6,000 for married
individuals filing jointly. By removing the sunset provision, the bill ensures that taxpayers can continue to benefit from the higher standard
deduction, which effectively reduces the taxable income for individuals and married couples. This change means that Virginia taxpayers
will have a larger portion of their income sheltered from taxation, potentially providing some financial relief, particularly for lower and
middle-income residents. The bill represents a continuation of recent efforts to provide more generous standard deductions in the state's
tax code.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact statement From TAX (1/17/2026 1:41 pm)
Action Date: 01/17/2026
Sponsor List: Joseph McNamara (R)*, Mike Cherry (R), Mitchell Cornett (R), Hyland Fowler (R), Delores Oates (R), Terry Kilgore (R), Eric Zehr (R)

Bill: VA HB13 - RS and UT; food purchased for human consumption and essential personal hygiene products.

AI Summary:

This bill eliminates the remaining one percent local sales and use tax on food purchased for human consumption and essential personal
hygiene products beginning July 1, 2026. Currently, these products are subject to a reduced sales tax rate, but the bill will completely
remove the tax on these items. To compensate local governments for the lost revenue, the bill requires an equivalent amount of money to
be distributed monthly to cities and counties based on their pro rata share of total sales and use tax collections. The bill defines "food
purchased for human consumption" using federal food stamp guidelines, excluding prepared foods and seeds, and defines "essential
personal hygiene products" to include items like diapers, incontinence products, menstrual products, and similar items. By removing this
tax, the legislation aims to reduce the financial burden on consumers for basic necessities while ensuring local governments continue to
receive comparable funding through an alternative distribution mechanism.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Finance
Action Date: 12/19/2025
Sponsor List: Joseph McNamara (R)*, Mike Cherry (R), Mitchell Cornett (R), Terry Kilgore (R), Delores Oates (R), Ellen McLaughlin (R), Eric Zehr (R)

Bill: VA HB45 - Fees to hunt, fish, and trap; free or partially discounted, reimbursement.

AI Summary:

This bill amends the Virginia Code to modify regulations regarding hunting, fishing, and trapping license exemptions, and introduces a
new provision for financial reimbursement to the Department of Wildlife Resources. Specifically, the bill adds a requirement that the
Department must maintain an annual accounting of potential revenue lost due to license exemptions or discounted fees established by
the General Assembly after July 1, 2026. The Department of Accounts will then be required to reimburse the Department of Wildlife
Resources for this amount by paying it into the Game Protection Fund within 30 days of receiving the accounting. The accounting and
related records will be subject to audit by the State Comptroller. Minor technical changes are also made throughout the existing law, such
as updating language from "this" to "the" and clarifying grammatical constructions. The bill preserves existing license exemptions for
various groups, including landowners and their families, people under specific age thresholds, Native Americans, legally blind individuals,
active-duty military personnel on leave, and others, while adding a mechanism to ensure the Department of Wildlife Resources is
financially compensated for mandated fee reductions.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Assigned HACNR sub: Agriculture
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Hyland Fowler (R)*, Mike Cherry (R), Terry Kilgore (R), Luther Cifers (R)

Bill: VA HB62 - Tazewell, Town of; amending charter, residency requirement for town manager.

AI Summary:

This bill amends the charter of the Town of Tazewell to modify the residency requirements for the town manager. Previously, the town
manager was required to live within the town limits. The new provision encourages the town manager to reside within the town limits but
allows them to live within a reasonable distance outside the town boundaries, subject to majority approval from the town council. The bill
also updates the language to be gender-neutral, replacing gendered pronouns like "he" and "his" with more inclusive terms like "the Town
Manager" and "such official". Additionally, the bill maintains other existing provisions about the town manager's selection process,
including that they should be chosen based on administrative and executive qualifications, without regard to political beliefs, and that
council members cannot direct the town manager's appointments or give direct orders to the manager's subordinates.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Reported from Counties, Cities and Towns
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: James Morefield (R)*
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Bill: VA HB63 - Southwest Reg. Recreation Authority; certification of Southwest Regional Recreation Area rangers.

AI Summary:

This bill amends an existing Virginia law regarding Southwest Regional Recreation Area rangers by providing them with an additional
pathway to certification. Specifically, the bill allows rangers appointed by the Southwest Regional Recreation Authority's board to become
certified through completing training at an approved criminal justice academy, which would enable them to better protect and enforce
safety on the Authority's properties. This certification is in addition to the existing option of being appointed as a special conservator of the
peace. The bill maintains the existing provisions that rangers can preserve law and order on properties under the Authority's control,
including trails, parking areas, and adjacent lands, while clarifying that their assignment does not supersede the authority of regular law
enforcement officers. The bill also preserves existing requirements that rangers be provided an official uniform, a shield, and credentials
that identify their authority, with their salaries paid by the board of the Southwest Regional Recreation Authority.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Reported from Public Safety
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: James Morefield (R)*

Bill: VA HB129 - Deer; owner of land allowed to kill if damaging fruit trees, crops, personal property, etc.

AI Summary:

This bill modifies existing law to allow landowners or their lessees to immediately kill deer that they witness in the act of damaging fruit
trees, crops, livestock, plants, or personal property on their land, without needing prior authorization from the Director of Wildlife Resources
or their designee. However, these individuals must immediately report the killing to the Director or their designee and must also follow all
local laws, including those related to the use of firearms. This change is intended to provide a more immediate response to property
damage caused by deer.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Assigned HACNR sub: Agriculture
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Mitchell Cornett (R)*

Bill: VA HB130 - Workers' compensation; presumption of certain cancers, sheriffs and deputy sheriffs.

AI Summary:

This bill expands workers' compensation benefits by creating a legal presumption that certain cancers are work-related for sheriffs and
deputy sheriffs who have served for at least five years, meaning their cancer-related deaths or disabilities will be presumed to be
occupational diseases covered by workers' compensation unless proven otherwise. This provision is an addition to existing laws that
already provide similar presumptions for firefighters, police officers, and other public safety personnel for various cancers and other health
conditions. The bill specifically amends Section 65.2-402 of the Code of Virginia, which outlines these presumptions, by including sheriffs
and deputy sheriffs in the list of professions covered under subsection C for specific cancer diagnoses.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: House Labor and Commerce Hearing (00:00:00 1/27/2026 House Committee Room A - 008)
Action Date: 01/27/2026
Sponsor List: Mitchell Cornett (R)*

Bill: VA HB205 - Va. Retirement System; enhanced retirement benefits for 911 dispatchers, delayed effective date.

AI Summary:

This bill allows local governments in Virginia to offer enhanced retirement benefits, similar to those for hazardous duty, to full-time salaried
911 dispatchers. These enhanced benefits, which are part of the Virginia Retirement System (VRS), will apply to service earned as a 911
dispatcher on or after July 1, 2027. However, local employers have the option to provide these enhanced benefits for service earned before
that date as well. The bill defines a "public safety answering point" as a facility that receives 911 calls and dispatches emergency services.
The legislation has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2027.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: House Finance Hearing (00:00:00 1/21/2026 House Committee Room B - 205)
Action Date: 01/21/2026
Sponsor List: Mike Cherry (R)*, Mitchell Cornett (R)

Bill: VA HB227 - Line of Duty Act; transitional coverage.

AI Summary:

This bill mandates that the Department of Human Resource Management must acquire and provide temporary transitional health
insurance coverage to individuals who are disabled, their eligible spouses, and eligible dependents during the period they are
transitioning into the LODA (Line of Duty Act) Health Benefits Plans. Previously, the Department was only authorized, but not required, to
provide this transitional coverage, meaning this change makes it a mandatory responsibility. The LODA Health Benefits Plans are
designed to provide continued health insurance coverage for these individuals, modeled after state employee health benefits, and are
administered by the Department of Human Resource Management.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Assigned HAPP sub: Compensation and Retirement
Action Date: 01/15/2026
Sponsor List: Mitchell Cornett (R)*
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Bill: VA HB230 - Motor vehicles; use of safety belt systems, certain emergency medical services personnel exempted.

AI Summary:

This bill amends Virginia law to exempt certain emergency medical services personnel from the requirement to wear safety belts while
they are actively providing necessary care to a patient within the patient compartment of an emergency medical services vehicle.
"Necessary care" is defined to include specific medical interventions like CPR, artificial ventilation, medication administration, and patient
treatment and reassessment. However, the bill clarifies that these personnel must still use safety belts when the vehicle is in motion and
they are not actively providing such care, for seats that are equipped with safety belt systems. This change aims to balance safety
requirements with the critical, hands-on nature of emergency medical care.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Committee substitute printed 26105957D-H1
Action Date: 01/22/2026

Sponsor List: Delores McQuinn (D)*, Jessica Anderson (D), Kacey Carnegie (D), Mitchell Cornett (R), Michelle Lopes-Maldonado (D), Ellen McLaughlin
(R), Howard Wachsmann (R), Rodney Willett (D), Lashrecse Aird (D), Lamont Bagby (D), Saddam Salim (D)

Bill: VA HB276 - Virginia State Bar; rules and regulations relating to schedule of fees for members.

AI Summary:
This bill proposes to amend a section of the Code of Virginia concerning fees for members of the Virginia State Bar, which is the
organization that regulates attorneys in the state. Specifically, it seeks to remove the existing limit of $250 that an attorney member can be
required to pay annually as part of the fee schedule established by the Supreme Court for administering the relevant article of law. This
means that the Supreme Court would no longer be restricted by this cap when setting annual fees for attorneys.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Subcommittee recommends reporting (10-Y 0-N)
Action Date: 01/21/2026
Sponsor List: Terry Kilgore (R)*, Richard Sullivan (D)

Bill: VA HB294 - Malicious bodily injury to correctional officers; penalties.

AI Summary:

This bill increases penalties for causing bodily injury to correctional officers, law-enforcement officers, firefighters, search and rescue
personnel, or emergency medical services personnel. Specifically, if someone maliciously causes bodily injury with intent to maim,
disfigure, disable, or kill, and knows or should know the victim is one of these protected individuals performing their duties, they face a
felony charge with a mandatory minimum of two years imprisonment and a potential sentence of five to 30 years, plus a fine of up to
$100,000. If the injury is caused unlawfully but not maliciously, with the same intent, the offender is guilty of a Class 6 felony and faces a
mandatory minimum of one year imprisonment. The bill also clarifies definitions for "law-enforcement officer" and "search and rescue
personnel" and states that existing law regarding general bodily injury will be considered a lesser included offense.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (HB294)
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Mitchell Cornett (R)*

Bill: VA HB295 - Aggravated murder; adds correctional officers to definition, punishment.

AI Summary:

This bill amends Virginia law to include the willful, deliberate, and premeditated killing of a correctional officer, as defined in § 53.1-1 of the
Code of Virginia, as aggravated murder, a Class 1 felony, when the killing is done to interfere with the officer's official duties. This addition
is made to an existing list of offenses that constitute aggravated murder, which already includes the killing of law-enforcement officers and
other public officials under similar circumstances. The bill also specifies that if the offender was 18 years of age or older at the time of the
offense, the punishment for this new category of aggravated murder will be a mandatory minimum sentence of life imprisonment.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (HB295)
Action Date: 01/17/2026
Sponsor List: Mitchell Cornett (R)*

Bill: VA HB302 - ATVs and off-road motorcycles; operation in the Southwest Regional Recreation Authority.

AI Summary:

This bill expands the authorized operation of all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and off-road motorcycles within the Southwest Regional Recreation
Authority. Specifically, it allows ATVs to be operated on highways in all localities within the authority, not just Buchanan and Tazewell
Counties, provided certain conditions are met, such as local governing body approval and adherence to specific operational rules like
daylight hours and speed limits. The bill also permits employees of the Southwest Regional Recreation Authority to operate these vehicles
on public highways or property while conducting official business. Furthermore, any locality within the authority can now enact ordinances
to seize, impound, and dispose of ATVs or off-road motorcycles illegally operated on their highways or sidewalks.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Assigned HTRAN sub: Highway Safety and Policy
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: James Morefield (R)*
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Bill: VA HB305 - Heart of Appalachia Tourism Authority; quorum.

AI Summary:

This bill, titled "Heart of Appalachia," proposes to change the number of members required for a quorum of the board of directors for the
Heart of Appalachia Tourism Authority. A quorum is the minimum number of members needed for a board to officially conduct business
and make decisions. Currently, ten members are required for a quorum, but this bill seeks to reduce that number to seven, meaning fewer
board members will be needed to hold a valid meeting and vote on matters. This change is intended to make it easier for the Authority to
meet and operate effectively.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Subcommittee recommends laying on the table
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: James Morefield (R)*

Bill: VA HB566 - Tangible personal property tax relief; rate of taxation.

AI Summary:

This bill mandates that starting in tax year 2027, counties, cities, and towns receiving state reimbursement for tangible personal property
tax relief must reduce their local tax rate on qualifying vehicles to a nominal amount of $0.000001 per $100 of the "eligible assessed
value." The "eligible assessed value" is initially set at $5,000 of a vehicle's assessed value. Furthermore, for tax year 2028 and
subsequent years, if a local government's revenue grows by 5% or more, the eligible assessed value will increase by an additional $5,000
annually until it reaches $20,000, providing further tax relief as local revenues grow. This change is a significant shift from the previous
provisions that applied to tax years 2006 through 2026, which involved more complex calculations to approximate previous revenue levels.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Finance
Action Date: 01/13/2026
Sponsor List: Joseph McNamara (R)*, Mike Cherry (R), Terry Kilgore (R), Delores Oates (R), David Suetterlein (R)

Bill: VA HB633 - Commission on; Electric Utility Regulation, scope and name change.

AI Summary:

This bill renames the Commission on Electric Utility Regulation to the Energy Commission of Virginia and expands its responsibilities to
include monitoring the State Corporation Commission's oversight of electric and natural gas utilities, as well as examining broader energy
issues like production, transmission, distribution, storage, and use within the Commonwealth. The Commission will now also advise the
General Assembly on energy matters, collaborate with state agencies on energy efficiency and conservation, and coordinate with other
energy research and development entities, while simultaneously eliminating the Virginia Coal and Energy Commission.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: House Labor and Commerce: Subcommittee #3 Hearing (00:00:00 1/27/2026 )
Action Date: 01/27/2026
Sponsor List: Terry Kilgore (R)*

Bill: VA HB634 - Electric utilities; pilot programs for energy assistance and weatherization for certain individuals.

AI Summary:

This bill modifies existing pilot programs run by Dominion Energy and Appalachian Power Company that provide energy assistance and
weatherization services to low-income, elderly, and disabled individuals. Specifically, it sets new annual funding ranges for these
programs, requiring Dominion Energy to spend between $13 million and $17 million annually, and Appalachian Power Company to spend
between $1 million and $1.5 million annually. The bill also extends the duration of these pilot programs from July 1, 2028, to July 1, 2038,
and allows Dominion Energy to recover costs for certain electrical facilities approved by the State Corporation Commission (SCC), an
independent state agency that regulates utilities, even if those costs would normally be outside the allowed recovery period. These
changes are based on recommendations from the Commission on Electric Utility Regulation.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: House Labor and Commerce: Subcommittee #3 Hearing (00:00:00 1/27/2026 )
Action Date: 01/27/2026
Sponsor List: Terry Kilgore (R)*

Bill: VA HB663 - Medical Education Loan-for-Service Fund and Program established, report.

AI Summary:

This bill establishes the Medical Education Loan-for-Service Program and Fund to provide financial assistance to students enrolled in
eligible medical institutions in Virginia, with the goal of increasing the number of physicians practicing in underserved areas. The program,
administered by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (Council) and the Virginia Health Workforce Development Authority
(Authority), offers conditionally forgivable loans to students who agree to practice medicine in designated service areas, which include
health professional shortage areas, rural locations, and specific types of clinics and hospitals. Loans can be up to $50,000 per academic
year, with a total cap of $200,000 over four years, and can be forgiven in whole or in part upon completion of a service agreement, which
requires a certain number of years of full-time or half-time clinical practice in a designated area. The bill outlines eligibility requirements,
prioritization for applicants, terms and conditions for loans, including interest rates and repayment obligations if the service agreement is
not fulfilled, and grants the Council authority to enforce program requirements and collect outstanding loans. Furthermore, the program
administrator is mandated to collect data annually on the program's activities and submit a report to the Governor and legislative
committees, and the Council is directed to establish regulations to allow for the program to begin accepting applications by January 1,
2027, and disburse loans by July 1, 2027.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (HB663)
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Rodney Willett (D)*, James Morefield (R)
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Bill: VA HB1054 - Virginia Fire Personnel and Equipment Grant Program; established, report.

AI Summary:

This bill establishes the Virginia Fire Personnel and Equipment Grant Program, administered by the Department of Fire Programs (the
Department), to provide grants to local governments for improving firefighting and emergency medical services. The program offers two
types of grants: one to increase the number of firefighters, which can fund hiring new full-time firefighters, converting part-time or volunteer
firefighters to full-time, or recruiting and retaining volunteers, with specific cost-sharing percentages and a requirement to prioritize
departments with majority volunteer staff; and another to enhance firefighting and emergency medical services by purchasing vehicles and
equipment or modifying facilities. Crucially, grant funds cannot replace existing state or local funding and must be used to increase overall
service provision, with provisions for waiving certain requirements in cases of demonstrated economic hardship. The Department is also
mandated to create a performance assessment system to evaluate grant effectiveness and will submit an annual report to the Governor
and General Assembly detailing grant awards, performance evaluations, and other relevant information starting November 1, 2027.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Assigned HAPP sub: Transportation & Public Safety
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Eric Phillips (R)*, Mitchell Cornett (R)

Bill: VA HB1089 - Va. Brownfield & Coal Mine Renewable Energy Grant Fund; increases kilowatt of nameplate capacity.

AI Summary:

This bill increases the grant amount for renewable energy projects located on brownfields, which are properties whose redevelopment
might be complicated by the presence of hazardous substances, from $100 to $200 per kilowatt of nameplate capacity, which refers to the
maximum power output of a renewable energy source. This change is part of the Virginia Brownfield and Coal Mine Renewable Energy
Grant Fund and Program, which provides financial assistance for renewable energy generation or storage on these types of sites, and is a
recommendation from the Commission on Electric Utility Regulation.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Labor and Commerce
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Michael Webert (R)*, Terry Kilgore (R)

Bill: VA HB1105 - Competency treatment in misdemeanor proceedings.

AI Summary:

This bill modifies the legal process for defendants found incompetent to stand trial, particularly in misdemeanor cases. It allows courts to
order outpatient treatment for defendants charged with misdemeanors or to dismiss the charges outright. If a defendant is found
incompetent, the court can order outpatient treatment, either in a local correctional facility or at a location determined by community
services boards or behavioral health authorities, or order an evaluation for temporary detention. Crucially, if a defendant faces both
misdemeanor and felony charges, the misdemeanor charges will be dismissed, and treatment will continue for the felony charges. This
aims to streamline competency proceedings and provide more flexible options for managing cases involving misdemeanor offenses.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Terry Kilgore (R)*

Bill: VA HB1106 - Electric utilities; renewable energy portfolio standard eligible sources, etc.

AI Summary:

This bill amends Virginia's Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard (RPS) program to include zero-carbon electricity generating nuclear
facilities as eligible sources. The RPS program requires electric utilities, referred to as Phase I and Phase II Utilities, to meet annual goals
for selling renewable energy and now, zero-carbon electricity, to their retail customers. By adding nuclear facilities to the list of eligible
sources, the bill expands the types of power generation that can count towards meeting these renewable energy targets. This change is
significant because it allows nuclear power, which produces electricity without emitting carbon dioxide, to contribute to the state's clean
energy goals alongside traditional renewable sources like solar and wind.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Labor and Commerce
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Terry Kilgore (R)*

Bill: VA HB1107 - Virginia Retirement System; service retirement allowance; return to work.

AI Summary:

This bill allows certain Virginia Retirement System (VRS) members who retire and then return to full-time work for the Department of
Corrections as a correctional officer or a licensed instructional employee to continue receiving their VRS pension. To qualify, individuals
must have a break of at least six months between retirement and returning to work, not be receiving benefits from an early retirement
incentive program offered by the Department of Corrections, and correctional officers must complete specific training standards within 12
months of being hired. If they elect to continue receiving their pension, their new service and pay will not affect their existing retirement
benefits, they will remain eligible for cash match plan benefits, and their employer will contribute to their membership payroll.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Assigned HAPP sub: Compensation and Retirement
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Terry Kilgore (R)*
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Bill: VA HB1108 - Public institutions of higher education; museums and other cultural institutions; Virginia Commission for the Arts; revisions.

AI Summary:

This bill revises the duties and administration of the Virginia Commission for the Arts, a state agency that supports artistic endeavors. Key
changes include consolidating and modifying the Commission's responsibilities to stimulate, fund, and encourage artistic quality, public
interest, and access to the arts across Virginia, as well as supporting arts education and developing networks of arts professionals and
organizations. Importantly, the bill mandates that the Governor *shall* appoint an executive director, rather than having the option to do so,
and clarifies that funds in the Virginia Commission for the Arts Fund can only be used for initiatives related to the Commission's duties,
with expenditures requiring written authorization from individuals designated by the executive director, a shift from the previous
requirement of authorization by the Commission itself.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (HB1108)
Action Date: 01/16/2026
Sponsor List: Terry Kilgore (R)*

Bill: VA HB1183 - Comprehensive community colleges; procurement; machinery and equipment for courses and programs; certain limitations
prohibited.

AI Summary:
This bill, amending the Code of Virginia, prohibits the State Board for Community Colleges and any comprehensive community college
from having or following any rules or policies that prevent them from buying used machinery or equipment if it's needed for students to
learn properly in any course or program. This means that if a community college needs specific used equipment for its classes, it cannot
be blocked from purchasing it due to existing procurement rules.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Education
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Israel O'Quinn (R)*

Bill: VA HB1184 - Electric utilities; retirement of certain electric generating units.

AI Summary:

This bill modifies existing law regarding the retirement of electric generating units that emit carbon. Specifically, it provides exceptions to
the requirement that these units must be retired by December 31, 2045. The exceptions include natural gas electric generating units that
have the capability to capture carbon emissions and "emissions-positive generating units." An emissions-positive generating unit is
defined as a unit that achieves a net reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, measured in carbon dioxide equivalent, by either preventing,
capturing, or collecting emissions from fuel combustion. This change aims to allow for certain types of cleaner natural gas power plants
and innovative emission-reducing technologies to continue operating beyond the original deadline.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Labor and Commerce
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Israel O'Quinn (R)*

Bill: VA HB1185 - Campaign finance; campaign depositories.

AI Summary:

This bill modifies campaign finance laws in Virginia to allow campaign committees to establish and manage funds across more than one
campaign depository, which are financial institutions where campaign contributions are held and expenditures are made, instead of being
limited to a single depository as current law requires. This change impacts how campaign committees report their financial institution
information, how treasurers maintain records for each depository, and how the Department of Elections reconciles the balances of all
campaign depositories with reported financial activity.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Israel O'Quinn (R)*

Bill: VA HB1187 - Localities; issuance of bonds for capital projects for school purposes.

AI Summary:
This bill allows local governments, with the agreement of their school boards and following existing financial laws, to issue bonds to pay
for school construction or renovation projects, and to use any federal, state, or local grants they receive to help pay back the money
borrowed and the interest on those bonds. The Public Finance Act, referenced in the bill, is a set of laws that governs how local
governments can borrow money.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Committee Referral Pending
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Israel O'Quinn (R)*
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Bill: VA HB1189 - Emergency Services and Disaster Law; declaration of a state of preparedness.

AI Summary:

This bill authorizes the Governor to declare a "state of preparedness" when he believes the safety and welfare of the Commonwealth's
residents are threatened by an impending disaster, allowing for emergency measures to be taken before a full-blown emergency or
disaster occurs. It also establishes the Cardinal Disaster Relief Fund, administered by the Coordinator of Emergency Management, to
cover costs associated with preventing and mitigating damage from anticipated emergencies, as well as procuring necessary supplies
and equipment to ensure readiness. The bill clarifies that a "state of preparedness" declaration will expire after 15 days or immediately
upon the declaration of a state of emergency, and that any such declaration cannot extend beyond 45 days unless the General Assembly
takes action.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (HB1189)
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Israel O'Quinn (R)*

Bill: VA HB1192 - Virginia-Ireland Advisory Board established; report.

AI Summary:

This bill establishes the Virginia-Ireland Advisory Board, a 10-member body composed of five legislative members from the House of
Delegates and Senate, and five non-legislative citizen members appointed by the Governor, including representatives from higher
education, the Virginia Chamber of Commerce, and Irish American communities. The Board's primary purpose is to advise the Governor
and the General Assembly on strategies to enhance economic and cultural connections between Virginia and Ireland, with a specific focus
on commerce, trade, arts, education, and general government. The Board will operate within the legislative branch, elect its own chair and
vice-chair, and hold meetings as needed. Members will receive compensation and reimbursement for expenses as outlined in state law,
and the Joint Rules Committee will appoint an executive director. The Board is empowered to conduct studies, gather information, and
formulate recommendations, as well as accept gifts and grants to support its work. Crucially, the Board is required to submit an annual
report and an executive summary of its activities to the Governor and the General Assembly for publication and posting online, detailing its
fiscal activities and progress.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (HB1192)
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Israel O'Quinn (R)*, Karrie Delaney (D), John Chilton McAuliff (D)

Bill: VA HB1228 - Motor vehicle insurance; use of certain factors to establish rates prohibited.

AI Summary:
This bill prohibits insurance companies from using a person's consumer credit information or credit score to determine the rates for motor
vehicle insurance policies issued or renewed in Virginia. It also prevents insurers from refusing to provide or continue coverage, limiting
coverage, or charging different rates for the same motor vehicle insurance solely based on an individual's credit information or score. This
aims to prevent unfair discrimination in motor vehicle insurance pricing.

Bill Progress: In Committee

Last Action: Referred to Committee on Labor and Commerce

Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Israel O'Quinn (R)*

Bill: VA HB1243 - Standards of Quality; school accountability and accreditation; Standards of Learning assessment expedited retake scores.

AI Summary:

This bill amends Virginia law to adjust how student assessment scores are considered for state accountability and school accreditation
ratings. Specifically, for any student who retakes a Standards of Learning (SOL) assessment on an expedited basis and achieves a
passing score, the passing score from that expedited retake will be used, and the score from the original assessment taken during the
regular administration period will be excluded. The Standards of Learning (SOL) are a set of academic content and skills that students are
expected to master in each subject and grade level in Virginia's public schools. This change aims to better reflect a student's improved
performance after an expedited retake when calculating school performance metrics.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Education
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Israel O'Quinn (R)*

Bill: VA HB1300 - State Police, Department of; purchase of handguns or other weapons of certain officers.

AI Summary:

This bill amends existing law to allow the immediate survivor of a law-enforcement officer formerly employed by the Department of State
Police to purchase that officer's service handgun for $1, provided the officer had at least 10 years of service with the Department and died
while receiving long-term disability payments, and with the approval of the Superintendent of State Police. This provision extends a
privilege previously available to certain retiring officers or their survivors under specific circumstances, now specifically addressing the
situation where an officer dies while on long-term disability after a significant period of service.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (HB1300)
Action Date: 01/20/2026
Sponsor List: Mitchell Cornett (R)*
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Bill: VA HB1306 - Virginia Retirement System; return to work, break in service.

AI Summary:

This bill amends the Virginia Retirement System (VRS) rules for retired teachers returning to work, specifically concerning the "break in
service" requirement. Previously, a teacher who retired and wanted to return to full-time work while continuing to receive their pension from
the VRS had to wait at least six months after retiring. This bill reduces that mandatory waiting period to just one month for teachers who
are hired by a local public school board as an instructional or administrative employee requiring a license from the Board of Education.
This change aims to make it easier for retired teachers to re-enter the workforce and address potential teacher shortages.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Appropriations
Action Date: 01/15/2026
Sponsor List: Mitchell Cornett (R)*

Bill: VA HB1457 - Vehicle weight limits; violations; owner of vehicle.

AI Summary:

This bill amends Virginia law to explicitly assign liability for violations of vehicle weight limits to the owner of the vehicle, whereas current
law allows for liability to be assigned to the owner, operator, or other person responsible for the violation. This change means that if a
vehicle is found to be exceeding weight limits, the owner will be held responsible for any associated civil penalties, liquidated damages,
and processing fees, regardless of who was driving the vehicle at the time of the violation. The bill also makes conforming changes to
various sections of the Code of Virginia that deal with the enforcement and processing of overweight vehicle violations, ensuring that the
owner is the party cited and held accountable.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Committee Referral Pending
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: James Morefield (R)*

Bill: VA HJR10 - Commending Charles W. Foster, Jr.

AI Summary:

This resolution commends Charles W. Foster, Jr., the sheriff of Wythe County, Virginia, on the occasion of his retirement after nearly four
decades of dedicated service to the community. The resolution highlights his extensive career, which began in 1987 as a dispatcher and
progressed through various roles, including jailer, deputy, investigator, supervisor, and chief deputy, before his election as sheriff in 2021.
It acknowledges his commitment to public safety, community partnerships, fairness, and professionalism, as well as his mentorship of
fellow officers and his leadership in implementing technological advancements, community policing, and crime prevention strategies. The
resolution further notes his efforts to secure competitive wages for his staff and expresses the General Assembly's appreciation for his
embodiment of law enforcement ideals and offers best wishes for his retirement.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by Senate by voice vote (Voice Vote)
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Mitchell Cornett (R)*, Travis Hackworth (R)

Bill: VA HJR42 - Washington County; DCR to study feasibility of establishing a state park in Holston River watershed.

AI Summary:

This resolution requests the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency responsible for protecting Virginia's natural
and recreational resources, to investigate the possibility of creating a new state park in Washington County. The proposed park would
encompass the Mendota Trail, a 12.5-mile "rails-to-trails" greenway that has been restored for public hiking and biking, and Abrams Falls,
both located within the Holston River watershed. The DCR is also directed to consult with local citizens, governments, and regional groups
during its study, and other state agencies are required to assist. The department must complete its work and submit a report of its
findings and recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly by the start of the 2027 legislative session, with the findings
also to be posted online. This study is prompted by the significant natural beauty and recreational potential of the Mendota Trail and
Abrams Falls, their importance as part of a globally significant ecosystem, and the potential economic benefits of increased tourism in an
area that currently lacks nearby state park facilities.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Subcommittee recommends laying on the table (5-Y 0-N)
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: Israel O'Quinn (R)*
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Bill: VA HJR43 - Study; JLARC; creation of Secretariat of Rural Affairs; report.

AI Summary:

This resolution directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC), a state agency that conducts studies for the
legislature, to investigate whether it is necessary and practical to establish a new state government office called the Secretariat of Rural
Affairs. This study is prompted by the recognition that rural Virginians face significant challenges, including lower quality of life, educational
attainment, and health outcomes compared to urban residents, as well as weaker economic growth and limited access to essential
services like broadband. The JLARC will examine how current government agencies are serving rural areas, how a new Secretariat could
improve access to housing, employment, healthcare, and other vital services, and whether specific divisions from various state
departments could be placed under this new Secretariat. The study will also consider how funding streams might be managed, potential
staffing and financial needs, and how the Secretariat could collaborate with existing rural advocacy groups. Finally, JLARC will explore
alternative structural reforms that might be more effective and cost-efficient than creating a new Secretariat to improve life in rural
communities, with a report due by December 1, 2026.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: House Rules: Studies Subcommittee Hearing (00:00:00 1/23/2026 )
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: Israel O'Quinn (R)*

Bill: VA HJR57 - Celebrating the life of Earl Cole.

AI Summary:

This resolution, a formal expression from the Virginia General Assembly, commemorates the life of Earl Cole, a prominent figure in the
Whitewood community of Buchanan County who passed away on July 25, 2025. The resolution highlights his multifaceted contributions,
recognizing him as a devoted faith leader who began preaching at age 11 and founded The Shelter Free Will Baptist Church in 1974, an
accomplished businessman who owned a coal trucking business, a rest home, and a successful steakhouse chain called The Golden
Coach, and a distinguished civic leader who founded the newspaper "The Voice" and hosted the radio show "County Talk," fostering
community dialogue. It also acknowledges his deep personal connections as a beloved husband, father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather, expressing profound sadness at his loss and directing the Clerk of the House of Delegates to present a copy of this
resolution to his family as a token of the General Assembly's respect for his memory.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Presented and laid on Speaker's table 26104589D
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: James Morefield (R)*, Travis Hackworth (R)

Bill: VA HJR58 - Celebrating the life of Jeremy Lewis Hall.

AI Summary:

This resolution, a formal expression of sentiment from the Virginia General Assembly, commemorates the life and tragic death of Jeremy
Lewis Hall, a master corrections officer at the River North Correctional Center in Grayson County who died in the line of duty on November
17, 2025. The resolution highlights his dedication to safety in Virginia since joining the Department of Corrections on April 25, 2024, his
helpful nature, his love for the outdoors and his family, including his wife Dawn, children Amaya, Felix, and Sophi, parents Mary and
Michael, and his dog Chia. It also notes that Governor Glenn Youngkin ordered flags to be flown at half-staff in his honor on December 2,
2025, and resolves to present a copy of this resolution to his family as a sign of respect for his memory.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Presented and laid on Speaker's table 26102875D
Action Date: 01/20/2026

Sponsor List:

Mitchell Cornett (R)*, Terry Austin (R), Jason Ballard (R), Rob Bloxom (R), William Davis (R), Hyland Fowler (R), Tom Garrett (R), Timothy
Griffin (R), Karen Hamilton (R), M. Keith Hodges (R), Hillary Pugh Kent (R), Terry Kilgore (R), James Leftwich (R), Ellen McLaughlin (R),
Joseph McNamara (R), James Morefield (R), Delores Oates (R), Israel O'Quinn (R), Justin Pence (R), Eric Phillips (R), Chris Runion (R),
Phillip Scott (R), Anne Ferrell Tata (R), Howard Wachsmann (R), Wendell Walker (R), Lee Ware (R), Michael Webert (R), Madison Whittle
(R), William Wiley (R), Wren Williams (R), Tony Wilt (R), Thomas Wright (R), Scott Wyatt (R), Eric Zehr (R)

Bill: VA HJR59 - Commending the Old Fiddler's Convention.

AI Summary:

This joint resolution commends the Old Fiddler's Convention, a long-standing annual event in Galax, Virginia, on its upcoming 90th
anniversary in 2025. Established in 1935 by the Moose Lodge 733 of Galax to raise funds and promote community impact, the convention
has grown to become the oldest continuous bluegrass and old-time music festival in the United States, attracting over 30,000 attendees
annually from around the world. The resolution highlights the convention's week-long format featuring competitions in various musical
categories like fiddle, banjo, and guitar, as well as flatfoot dancing, and its role in fostering a vibrant community atmosphere where
musicians and fans connect. It also acknowledges the event's dedication to nurturing amateur talent, providing a platform for the next
generation of musicians through youth competitions, and preserving the rich musical traditions of the Blue Ridge Mountains and
Appalachia, ensuring their endurance for future generations. The General Assembly will present a copy of this resolution to the Moose
Lodge 733 of Galax as a token of their admiration for the convention's significant contributions to Southwest Virginia and the
Commonwealth.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Presented and laid on Speaker's table 26102955D
Action Date: 01/20/2026

Sponsor List:

Mitchell Cornett (R)*, Wren Williams (R), Terry Austin (R), Jason Ballard (R), Rob Bloxom (R), William Davis (R), Hyland Fowler (R), Tom
Garrett (R), Timothy Griffin (R), Karen Hamilton (R), M. Keith Hodges (R), Hillary Pugh Kent (R), Terry Kilgore (R), James Leftwich (R), Ellen
McLaughlin (R), Joseph McNamara (R), James Morefield (R), Delores Oates (R), Israel O'Quinn (R), Justin Pence (R), Eric Phillips (R),
Chris Runion (R), Phillip Scott (R), Anne Ferrell Tata (R), Howard Wachsmann (R), Wendell Walker (R), Lee Ware (R), Michael Webert (R),
Madison Whittle (R), William Wiley (R), Tony Wilt (R), Thomas Wright (R), Scott Wyatt (R), Eric Zehr (R)
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Bill: VA HJR60 - Commending the Rural Retreat Volunteer Fire Department.

AI Summary:

This resolution, a formal expression of praise from the Virginia General Assembly, commends the Rural Retreat Volunteer Fire
Department for its 100 years of dedicated service to the Town of Rural Retreat and Wythe County. It acknowledges the department's
founding in 1925, its evolution from basic equipment to modern apparatus, its successful community fundraising efforts, and the vital role
it plays in ensuring the safety and well-being of its community, with a copy of the resolution to be presented to the department as a token of
admiration.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Presented and laid on Speaker's table 26103511D
Action Date: 01/20/2026
Sponsor List: Mitchell Cornett (R)*

Bill: VA HJR61 - Commending Fred Wayne Weatherman.

AI Summary:

This resolution commends Fred Wayne Weatherman for his dedicated service to Grayson County. It highlights his 20 years of service on
the Grayson County School Board, during which he worked to ensure students and faculty had necessary resources and facilities. The
resolution also recognizes his instrumental role in establishing a Dixie Youth Baseball league in 1982, which has positively impacted
many young people, and notes his induction into the Dixie Baseball Hall of Fame in 2019. The General Assembly expresses its admiration
for his professionalism, integrity, and commitment to the community's well-being as he concludes his tenure on the school board and
wishes him well in his future endeavors.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Presented and laid on Speaker's table 26104473D
Action Date: 01/20/2026
Sponsor List: Mitchell Cornett (R)*

Bill: VA HJR71 - Commending the Richlands Area Citizens for the Arts.

AI Summary:

This resolution commends the Richlands Area Citizens for the Arts (RACA), an organization that for 44 years enriched the cultural life of
Southwest Virginia through arts education and programming in Richlands and Tazewell County. Originally known as Community Artist
Residency Training (CART) and founded in 1981 to bring artists and musicians to the region, RACA, despite adopting its current name,
remained widely recognized as CART. Throughout its history, CART hosted diverse events, including performances by notable artists like
Chet Atkins and Burl Ives, theatrical productions, and exhibitions, while also providing vital arts-in-education programs in local schools.
The resolution acknowledges the organization's reliance on grants and community support and highlights the impactful work of its staff
and volunteers in fostering a lifelong appreciation for the arts among young people and the broader community, with its final season in
2025 featuring a documentary and a puppet show. The General Assembly expresses its admiration for RACA's achievements and directs
that a copy of the resolution be presented to its executive director, Ginger Branton, and president, Elaine Holmes.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Presented and laid on Speaker's table 26103657D
Action Date: 01/21/2026

Sponsor List: James Morefield (R)*, Travis Hackworth (R)

Bill: VA HR1 - Celebrating the life of Christina Kaye Shinall.

AI Summary:

This resolution honors Christina Kaye Shinall, a retired emergency dispatcher from Richlands, Virginia, who served the Tazewell County
community for 28 years. The resolution highlights her professional contributions, noting that she was a charter member of the county
sheriff's office dispatch team and was instrumental in implementing the 911 emergency system in 1997. Born to James H. Shinall, Sr.,
and Helen Irene Sargent Shinall, Shinall was a lifelong Southwest Virginia resident who graduated from Richlands High School in 1986
and dedicated her career to public safety. The resolution expresses profound sadness at her passing on March 19, 2025, and recognizes
her significant impact on the community by ensuring timely emergency assistance. Additionally, the resolution directs the House of
Delegates' Clerk to prepare a copy of the resolution to be presented to her family as a gesture of respect and remembrance.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: James Morefield (R)*
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Bill: VA HR2 - Celebrating the life of Brenda Mozelle Barnett Lawson.

AI Summary:

This resolution honors the life and legacy of Brenda Mozelle Barnett Lawson, an accomplished educator and education administrator who
dedicated over 40 years to serving the Tazewell County community. The resolution highlights her extensive educational background,
including degrees from Radford University and Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, and her diverse roles within the Tazewell
County Public School system, ranging from instructional aide to division superintendent. It emphasizes her commitment to education, her
tireless work in cultivating supportive learning environments, and her continued service as an adjunct instructor at Southwest Virginia
Community College after retirement. The resolution also recognizes her significant community involvement, including her active
participation in the Presbyterian Church, her support of various youth programs and arts initiatives, and her service on community boards.
Additionally, the resolution expresses the House of Delegates' sadness at her passing and directs the Clerk to prepare a copy of the
resolution to be presented to her family as a sign of respect and appreciation for her lifelong contributions to education and community
service.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: James Morefield (R)*

Bill: VA HR10 - Celebrating the life of Mirabella Jean Michael Ward.

AI Summary:

This resolution, a formal expression of sentiment from the Virginia House of Delegates, commemorates the life of Mirabella Jean Michael
Ward, a young student from Bland County who passed away on December 22, 2025. It acknowledges her love for learning and friendships
at Bland Elementary School, her active participation in sports like basketball and softball, cheerleading, and beauty pageants, and her
deep connection to her family and friends. The resolution also highlights her faith, her baptism in 2025, and her membership at
Wilderness Creek Church of God, as well as her remarkable courage and positivity in facing a cancer diagnosis. Ultimately, the House of
Delegates expresses its profound sadness at her loss and directs the Clerk to provide a copy of this resolution to her family as a token of
respect for her memory.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Presented and laid on Speaker's table 26105353D
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: James Morefield (R)*

Bill: VA HR20 - Commending Eddie Thomas.

AI Summary:

This resolution commends Eddie Thomas for his 50 years of dedicated service to the Lee County community, specifically as a facility
manager at the Lee Regional Medical Center and its successor, the Lee County Community Hospital. The resolution highlights his long
tenure, beginning in 1975, his willingness to go above and beyond to assist colleagues and the community, his crucial role in maintaining
and safeguarding the hospital during its closure and its subsequent reopening, and his impact as a mentor. It expresses the appreciation
of the House of Delegates for his contributions to public health and wellness in Lee County and the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Bill Progress: Introduced
Last Action: Presented and laid on Speaker's table 26105755D
Action Date: 01/20/2026
Sponsor List: Terry Kilgore (R)*

Bill: VA SB7 - Income tax, state; standard deduction and earned income tax credit.

AI Summary:

This bill makes permanent two key tax provisions in Virginia that were previously set to expire. First, it removes the sunset provision on the
standard deduction, maintaining the higher amounts of $8,750 for single individuals and $17,500 for married individuals filing jointly,
instead of reverting to the lower amounts of $3,000 and $6,000 respectively after 2026. Second, the bill makes permanent the increase in
Virginia's refundable earned income tax credit (EITC) from 15 percent to 20 percent of the federal EITC. The earned income tax credit is a
tax benefit designed to provide financial support to low to moderate-income working individuals and families by reducing their tax liability or
providing a refund. Currently, the state's refundable EITC was scheduled to expire in 2027, but this bill would make the 20 percent rate a
permanent feature of Virginia's tax code, helping to provide ongoing financial relief to eligible taxpayers.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Continued to next session in Finance and Appropriations (9-Y 5-N)
Action Date: 01/20/2026

Sponsor List:
David Suetterlein (R)*, Bill DeSteph (R), Luther Cifers (R), Christie New Craig (R), J.D. Diggs (R), Tara Durant (R), Timmy French (R),
Travis Hackworth (R), Chris Head (R), Emily Jordan (R), Ryan McDougle (R), Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R), Mark Obenshain (R), Mark Peake
(R), Todd Pillion (R), Bryce Reeves (R), William Stanley (R), Richard Stuart (R), Glen Sturtevant (R)
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Bill: VA SB9 - RS & UT; food for human consumption and essential personal hygiene products, delayed effective date.

AI Summary:

This bill eliminates the remaining one percent local sales tax on food purchased for human consumption and essential personal hygiene
products, with a delayed effective date of January 1, 2027. The bill defines essential personal hygiene products as including incontinence
products like diapers and disposable undergarments, as well as menstrual products such as menstrual cups, pads, and tampons. To
compensate local governments for the lost tax revenue, the bill requires an equivalent amount of revenue to be distributed monthly to cities
and counties based on their pro rata share of total sales and use tax collections. Specifically, on January 1, 2027, no tax will be imposed
on these specified products, and localities will receive a distribution equal to what they would have collected if the tax remained in place.
This change builds upon previous legislation that had already reduced the tax on these products from 1.5% to 0.5% in 2023, and now
aims to completely eliminate the tax by 2027, providing financial relief to consumers while ensuring local governments are not negatively
impacted by the tax reduction.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Continued to next session in Finance and Appropriations (9-Y 5-N)
Action Date: 01/20/2026

Sponsor List:
David Suetterlein (R)*, Bill DeSteph (R), Luther Cifers (R), Christie New Craig (R), J.D. Diggs (R), Tara Durant (R), Timmy French (R),
Travis Hackworth (R), Chris Head (R), Emily Jordan (R), Ryan McDougle (R), Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R), Mark Obenshain (R), Mark Peake
(R), Todd Pillion (R), Bryce Reeves (R), William Stanley (R), Richard Stuart (R), Glen Sturtevant (R)

Bill: VA SB36 - Child abuse or neglect; prenatal use of a controlled substance or drug as prescribed.

AI Summary:

This bill amends Virginia Code § 63.2-1509 to clarify that a pregnant woman's prenatal use of a controlled substance or drug that is
prescribed by her healthcare provider cannot, by itself, be considered a reason to suspect child abuse or neglect. The bill addresses a
specific provision in the existing law about reporting potential child abuse or neglect, particularly in cases involving substance exposure
during pregnancy. Previously, the law allowed healthcare providers to report potential child abuse or neglect if an infant was born with
substance-related medical conditions or if a child was diagnosed with conditions potentially linked to maternal substance use during
pregnancy. The new provision ensures that when a pregnant woman is using a controlled substance or drug under a healthcare provider's
prescription, this fact alone cannot trigger a child abuse or neglect report. This change aims to protect pregnant women who are following
medical guidance and prevent unnecessary reporting that could stigmatize or unfairly target women seeking appropriate medical
treatment during pregnancy.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Stricken at request of Patron in Rehabilitation and Social Services (15-Y 0-N)
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: Barbara Favola (D)*, Tara Durant (R), Todd Pillion (R), Saddam Salim (D)

Bill: VA SB66 - Sales and use tax, local; additional tax authorized in all counties and cities to support schools.

AI Summary:

This bill expands local sales and use tax options for counties and cities to support public school capital projects. Specifically, the bill
allows all counties and cities (not just the previously limited list of eight localities) to impose an additional one percent sales and use tax
for funding school infrastructure, subject to voter approval through a referendum. The tax can be used for public school capital projects,
which are defined as construction and major renovation of public school buildings, including new building construction, enlarging existing
buildings, restoring structural integrity, upgrading infrastructure, and site acquisition. The bill removes the previous requirement that such
a tax must have a fixed expiration date, and allows revenues to be used for both current and past school capital project debt. Additionally,
the bill provides that any county or city with an existing school infrastructure sales tax that wants to extend it beyond its current expiration
date must hold an additional referendum prior to June 30, 2026. The tax cannot be levied on food or essential personal hygiene products,
and local governments must specify in the referendum that the revenues will be used solely for public school capital projects.

Bill Progress: In Committee

Last Action: Fiscal Impact statement From TAX (1/17/2026 12:07 pm)
Action Date: 01/17/2026

Sponsor List: Jeremy McPike (D)*, Jennifer Boysko (D), Barbara Favola (D), Travis Hackworth (R), Mamie Locke (D), Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R),
Saddam Salim (D)
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Bill: VA SB69 - Electric utilities; construction and development of renewable energy facilities, etc.

AI Summary:

This bill makes several significant changes to Virginia's electric utility regulations, focusing on renewable energy, energy efficiency, and
utility rate reviews. The key provisions include: Eliminating previous requirements for the State Air Pollution Control Board to adopt
regulations for reducing carbon dioxide emissions from electricity generating units. The bill removes language about establishing carbon
allowance auction programs and restrictions on new carbon-emitting generation facilities. Modifying the State Corporation Commission's
approach to utility rate reviews, particularly for Phase I and Phase II utilities. It introduces biennial rate reviews for Phase I utilities starting
in 2024, with provisions for reviewing earnings, potential rate adjustments, and incentives for renewable energy investments. Establishing
shared solar programs for both Phase I and Phase II utilities, allowing customers to subscribe to and receive bill credits from community
solar facilities. The programs include provisions for program capacity, subscriber eligibility, and bill crediting mechanisms. Creating new
frameworks for utility investments in renewable energy, including solar and wind generation facilities. The bill declares planning and
development activities for new nuclear generation facilities to be in the public interest and provides mechanisms for utilities to recover
costs associated with these investments. Removing previous requirements related to renewable portfolio standards and offshore wind
generation reporting. Providing guidelines for how utilities can recover costs associated with grid transformation projects, severe weather
events, and other infrastructure investments. The bill reflects a shift towards more flexible approaches to utility regulation, with an
emphasis on facilitating renewable energy development and providing more streamlined processes for utilities to invest in and recover
costs for clean energy infrastructure.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Failed to report (defeated) in Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources (7-Y 8-N)
Action Date: 01/20/2026

Sponsor List:
Mark Peake (R)*, Luther Cifers (R), Christie New Craig (R), Bill DeSteph (R), J.D. Diggs (R), Tara Durant (R), Timmy French (R), Travis
Hackworth (R), Chris Head (R), Emily Jordan (R), Ryan McDougle (R), Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R), Mark Obenshain (R), Todd Pillion (R),
Bryce Reeves (R), William Stanley (R), Richard Stuart (R), Glen Sturtevant (R)

Bill: VA SB80 - Virginia Fire Personnel and Equipment Grant Program; established, report.

AI Summary:

This bill establishes the Virginia Fire Personnel and Equipment Grant Program, administered by the Department of Fire Programs, to
provide financial support to localities for improving firefighting and emergency medical services. The program offers two types of
competitive grants: one focused on increasing firefighter personnel and another targeting equipment and facility improvements. For
personnel grants, localities can receive funding to hire new full-time firefighters, convert part-time or volunteer firefighters to full-time
positions, or recruit and retain volunteer firefighters. At least 50% of personnel grant funds must be allocated to departments with majority
volunteer staffing. Equipment grants can be used to acquire vehicles, personal protective gear, medical equipment, and modify facilities.
Both grant types require localities to demonstrate financial need and have provisions to prevent fund substitution, ensuring grants
increase overall funding for fire services. Grant recipients must provide matching funds (15% for equipment grants) and can be subject to
funding revocation if they do not comply with grant requirements. The Department of Fire Programs must develop performance metrics to
evaluate grant effectiveness and submit an annual report to the Governor and General Assembly starting in November 2027, detailing
grant recipients, amounts, and performance assessments.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (SB80)
Action Date: 01/14/2026

Sponsor List: Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R)*, Christie New Craig (R), Luther Cifers (R), Creigh Deeds (D), J.D. Diggs (R), Travis Hackworth (R), Mark
Peake (R)

Bill: VA SB96 - Income tax, corporate and state; credit for braille labeling program.

AI Summary:

This bill establishes a nonrefundable individual and corporate income tax credit for businesses in Virginia for taxable years 2026 through
2030, aimed at encouraging the implementation of braille labeling programs on products sold or shipped within the Commonwealth. A
"braille labeling program" is defined as a voluntary initiative by a business to standardize the placement of braille labels, which are raised
characters allowing visually impaired individuals to identify products, items, or packages. The credit is for "eligible braille labeling
expenditures," meaning costs associated with developing or implementing such a program, and can be up to $50,000 per business per
year, or the actual expenditure amount if less. However, the total amount of these credits allowed for all taxpayers in any given taxable year
is capped at $1 million, and credits are issued on a first-come, first-served basis by the Tax Commissioner. Any unused portion of the
credit cannot be carried over to future tax years, and credits for partnerships, limited liability companies, or S corporations will be passed
through to their individual owners. The Tax Commissioner, in conjunction with the Secretary of Commerce and Trade, will create
guidelines for this program, which will be exempt from standard administrative procedures.

Bill Progress: Crossed Over
Last Action: Engrossed by Senate - committee substitute
Action Date: 01/22/2026

Sponsor List:

Danica Roem (D)*, Lashrecse Aird (D), Lamont Bagby (D), Jennifer Boysko (D), Jennifer Carroll Foy (D), Christie New Craig (R), Creigh
Deeds (D), Bill DeSteph (R), J.D. Diggs (R), Tara Durant (R), Adam Ebbin (D), Barbara Favola (D), Timmy French (R), Travis Hackworth
(R), Ghazala Hashmi (D), Chris Head (R), Michael Jones (D), Emily Jordan (R), Mamie Locke (D), Louise Lucas (D), Dave Marsden (D),
Ryan McDougle (R), Jeremy McPike (D), Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R), Stella Pekarsky (D), Russet Perry (D), Todd Pillion (R), Bryce Reeves
(R), Aaron Rouse (D), Richard Stuart (R), Saddam Salim (D), Kannan Srinivasan (D), William Stanley (R), Glen Sturtevant (R), David
Suetterlein (R), Scott Surovell (D), Schuyler VanValkenburg (D), Angelia Williams Graves (D)
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Bill: VA SB143 - Income tax, state; subtractions for income attributable to overtime.

AI Summary:

This bill establishes a new subtraction for individual income tax for income earned from overtime work. For taxable years beginning on or
after January 1, 2026, but before January 1, 2027, taxpayers can subtract 25% of the overtime deduction they are permitted under Section
2205 of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC). For taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2027, this subtraction increases to 50% of the
federal overtime deduction. The IRC, or Internal Revenue Code, is the body of federal law that governs U.S. income tax. This provision
aims to provide tax relief to individuals who work overtime, encouraging them to earn additional income.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Continued to next session in Finance and Appropriations (9-Y 5-N)
Action Date: 01/20/2026

Sponsor List:
Ryan McDougle (R)*, Luther Cifers (R), Christie New Craig (R), Bill DeSteph (R), J.D. Diggs (R), Tara Durant (R), Timmy French (R), Travis
Hackworth (R), Chris Head (R), Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R), Mark Obenshain (R), Mark Peake (R), Todd Pillion (R), William Stanley (R),
Glen Sturtevant (R)

Bill: VA SB152 - Bicentennial farm program; State Forester to establish and administer.

AI Summary:

This bill establishes a new bicentennial farm program, administered by the State Forester, to recognize farm families in Virginia whose
property has been continuously owned by the same family for 200 years or more, provided the farm is lived on or farmed by a descendant
and generates over $2,500 annually from product sales. Additionally, the bill updates existing law to include the bicentennial farm program
alongside the century farm and century forest programs when evaluating the impact of state projects on farmland and forest lands, and it
repeals a section of law to reflect the transfer of the Century Farm Program from the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to
the Department of Forestry.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (SB152)
Action Date: 01/21/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SB153 - Tazewell, Town of; amending charter, residency requirement for town manager.

AI Summary:
This bill amends the charter for the Town of Tazewell by removing the strict requirement that the Town Manager must live within the town
limits. Instead, the bill encourages the Town Manager to reside within the town and allows them to live a reasonable distance outside the
town limits if the town council approves by a majority vote. This change provides more flexibility in hiring for the Town Manager position,
which is the chief administrative and executive officer of the town's government, chosen for their qualifications.

Bill Progress: Crossed Over
Last Action: House Counties, Cities and Towns Hearing (09:00:00 1/23/2026 House Committee Room B - 205)
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SB154 - Virginia Retirement System; enhanced retirement benefits for animal control officers.

AI Summary:

This bill amends the Virginia Retirement System to include full-time animal control officers in the category of local employees eligible for
enhanced retirement benefits for hazardous duty service, similar to firefighters and emergency medical technicians. This means that
service earned by animal control officers in these positions on or after July 1, 2027, will qualify for these enhanced benefits, which are
designed to provide more favorable retirement terms for those in hazardous occupations. The bill also specifies that employers have the
option to provide these enhanced benefits for service earned before July 1, 2027, in addition to service earned on or after that date. The
entire act is set to become effective on July 1, 2027.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Finance and Appropriations
Action Date: 01/07/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SB178 - Preventative dental assistants; certification.

AI Summary:

This bill allows for the certification of "preventative dental assistants," expanding the roles of existing dental assistants. To become a
certified preventative dental assistant, a dental assistant I or dental assistant II must have at least 1,800 hours of clinical experience and
complete 120 hours of specialized training, either through a licensed dentist or hygienist, a federal program, or an existing dental
assistant education program. Additionally, the supervising dentist must certify under oath that the assistant has performed at least 20
supervised full-mouth supragingival scaling procedures (cleaning above the gum line) and provide this certification to the Board of
Dentistry upon request. This new certification enables preventative dental assistants to perform a wider range of procedures under indirect
supervision, including placing and finishing restorative materials, taking impressions, performing coronal polishing, and supragingival
scaling.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Assigned Education sub: Health Professions
Action Date: 01/23/2026

Sponsor List: Mamie Locke (D)*, Todd Pillion (R), Christie New Craig (R), Barbara Favola (D), Chris Head (R), Stella Pekarsky (D), Kannan Srinivasan
(D)
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Bill: VA SB186 - Misbranded food; manufactured-protein food products, civil penalty.

AI Summary:

This bill defines "manufactured-protein food product" to include items like cultivated, fungus, insect, or plant-based proteins not directly
from livestock or poultry, and establishes that a food product is considered misbranded if it's presented as meat or poultry but contains
such a manufactured protein, is offered for sale, and its label identifies it as meat or poultry without a clear, prominent qualifying term like
"plant-based" or "imitation" placed near an "identifying meat term" (any word indicating meat or poultry). The bill exempts meat products
with trace amounts of manufactured protein, prohibits the sale of misbranded products, and makes violations subject to a civil penalty of
up to $500 per misbranded product, with the Board of Agriculture and Consumer Services empowered to set increasing penalties for
repeat offenses, and these violations are also considered a violation of the Virginia Consumer Protection Act.

Bill Progress: Crossed Over
Last Action: Engrossed by Senate Block Vote (Voice Vote)
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: Angelia Williams Graves (D)*, Travis Hackworth (R)

Bill: VA SB205 - Early Intervention Program for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities; program extension.

AI Summary:

This bill directs the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) to take all necessary actions to implement a
federal extension option for the Early Intervention Program for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities, which will allow children up to five
years old to receive services through this program. To achieve this, DBHDS will need to indicate its intention to use this federal extension
in its annual grant application for IDEA Part C (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part C), develop joint policies with the
Department of Education and the federal Office of Special Education Programs, and update its own policies as needed.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Rereferred from Education and Health to Rehabilitation and Social Services (14-Y 0-N)
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: David Suetterlein (R)*, Travis Hackworth (R)

Bill: VA SB282 - Dental hygienist licensure; dentists eligible to practice in a foreign country or jurisdiction.

AI Summary:
This bill allows the Board of Dentistry to grant a license to practice dental hygiene to individuals who are eligible to practice dentistry in a
country or jurisdiction outside of the United States, provided they have graduated from a dental school or college outside the U.S. that the
Board deems acceptable. This expands the eligibility criteria for dental hygienist licensure beyond graduates of accredited U.S. dental
hygiene programs.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Assigned Education sub: Health Professions
Action Date: 01/23/2026

Sponsor List: Lashrecse Aird (D)*, Kannan Srinivasan (D), Barbara Favola (D), Mamie Locke (D), Stella Pekarsky (D), Todd Pillion (R), Schuyler
VanValkenburg (D)

Bill: VA SB310 - State Corporation Commission; time frame for completion of certain transmission lines proceedings.

AI Summary:

This bill requires the State Corporation Commission (SCC), which is the state agency responsible for regulating utilities, to complete its
review and approval process for certain transmission lines within nine months. Specifically, this applies to proceedings concerning the
construction and operation of transmission lines that are 138 kilovolts (kV) or more, which are significant power lines used to carry
electricity over long distances. The bill amends existing law to add this time limit to the SCC's responsibilities when reviewing applications
for these types of projects, aiming to streamline the process for developing crucial energy infrastructure.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
Action Date: 01/13/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SB316 - Notarization, filing, & recordation of certain land records; duties of notary or settlement agent;.

AI Summary:

This bill modifies laws related to notarization, land record filings, and notary public requirements, aiming to enhance security and prevent
fraud. Key changes include removing "personal knowledge" as a way for notaries to identify individuals, requiring all notaries and those
seeking recommission to complete a mandatory course of instruction within six months of applying, with a specific focus on real estate
fraud and elder financial exploitation, and establishing a property alert notification system managed by clerks of circuit courts for real
estate owners to receive alerts when documents affecting their property are filed. Additionally, notaries will be required to maintain records
of all notarial acts, including the identification methods used, and settlement agents must obtain satisfactory evidence of a seller's identity
before recording land-related documents. These provisions, particularly those concerning the notary training and the property alert system,
have delayed effective dates to allow for preparation.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Senate Courts of Justice Hearing (08:00:00 1/26/2026 Senate Room A, Room 305, General Assembly Building)
Action Date: 01/26/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*, Luther Cifers (R)
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Bill: VA SB333 - Electric generation from remediated mine gas; renewable portfolio standard.

AI Summary:

This bill allows major utility companies, specifically "Phase I Utility" and "Phase II Utility" (terms defined in existing law), to seek approval
from the State Corporation Commission (SCC) to build or use facilities that generate electricity from "remediated mine gas." Remediated
mine gas is defined as methane captured from underground coal mines in Virginia that would otherwise escape into the atmosphere.
Utilities can propose using this gas in existing or new facilities, and they must demonstrate that the generation process achieves a
"carbon intensity score of zero" on a "life cycle" basis, meaning its overall environmental impact from creation to disposal is negligible, as
measured by the U.S. Department of Energy's GREET model. If this zero-carbon intensity is proven, the electricity produced will count
towards the state's renewable energy goals. The bill also allows utilities to recover the reasonable costs of these projects through
customer rates and requires the SCC to permit the use of a tracking system to ensure the remediated mine gas isn't being used to meet
renewable energy requirements in other places.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources
Action Date: 01/13/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*, Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R)

Bill: VA SB346 - Zoning; manufactured housing.

AI Summary:

This bill expands the requirement for localities to permit manufactured housing, moving beyond just agricultural zoning districts to include
all zoning districts where site-built housing is allowed. Manufactured housing, which refers to homes built in a factory and then transported
to a site, will now be subject to development standards that are the same as those for site-built single-family homes, but these standards
cannot be so strict as to prevent manufactured housing from being built. Additionally, the bill removes the ability of localities that do not
have a zoning ordinance to decide where manufactured housing can be placed.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: House Counties, Cities and Towns Hearing (09:00:00 1/23/2026 House Committee Room B - 205)
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: Schuyler VanValkenburg (D)*, Todd Pillion (R)

Bill: VA SB383 - Invasive plant species installation; written notification to property owners, civil penalty.

AI Summary:

This bill modifies existing law regarding invasive plant species by shifting the responsibility for developing regulations and assessing
penalties from the Department of Conservation and Recreation to the Board of Agriculture and Consumer Services. Specifically, it
mandates that the Board create regulations requiring tradespersons, such as landscapers, who propose or install plants to provide
written notification to property owners if any of the proposed plants are on the state's list of invasive plant species. Furthermore, the Board
is now empowered to impose a civil penalty of up to $250 per violation on any tradesperson who fails to provide this required written
notification, replacing the previous criminal misdemeanor charge for such an offense. The funds collected from these civil penalties will be
deposited into the Plant Pollination Fund.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources
Action Date: 01/13/2026
Sponsor List: Timmy French (R)*, Travis Hackworth (R)

Bill: VA SB457 - Electric utilities; renewable energy portfolio standard eligible sources, etc.

AI Summary:

This bill amends Virginia's Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard (RPS) program to include zero-carbon electricity generating nuclear
facilities as eligible sources for meeting renewable energy goals. The RPS program, administered by Phase I and Phase II Utilities,
requires them to meet annual targets for selling renewable energy and, under this bill, zero-carbon electricity, to retail customers. The bill
specifically adds "zero-carbon electricity generating nuclear facilities located in the Commonwealth" to the list of eligible sources for
Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs), which utilities must acquire and retire to comply with the RPS program. This change aims to
expand the types of clean energy that can contribute to Virginia's renewable energy targets, recognizing nuclear power as a zero-emission
source of electricity.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
Action Date: 01/13/2026

Sponsor List:
Bill DeSteph (R)*, Luther Cifers (R), Christie New Craig (R), Timmy French (R), Travis Hackworth (R), Emily Jordan (R), Ryan McDougle
(R), Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R), Mark Obenshain (R), Mark Peake (R), Todd Pillion (R), Bryce Reeves (R), William Stanley (R), Richard
Stuart (R), Glen Sturtevant (R)
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Bill: VA SB458 - Electric utilities; regional energy market.

AI Summary:

This bill allows Appalachian Power and Dominion Energy Virginia, which are electric utilities, to join a regional energy market, which is a
system for buying and selling electricity across different areas. This change is made to existing laws that govern how electric utilities
operate and transition to retail competition, specifically by adding the option for these utilities to join such a market alongside their existing
requirements to join or establish a regional transmission entity (RTE). An RTE is an organization that manages and controls transmission
systems, which are the power lines that carry electricity over long distances. The bill also updates language related to the Commission's
(likely the State Corporation Commission) authority in overseeing these regional energy markets and RTEs, ensuring that practices are
reliable, efficient, and consistent with federal regulations, while also promoting the public interest and fair compensation.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
Action Date: 01/13/2026

Sponsor List: Bill DeSteph (R)*, Luther Cifers (R), Christie New Craig (R), Timmy French (R), Travis Hackworth (R), Ryan McDougle (R), Mark Peake (R),
Todd Pillion (R), Bryce Reeves (R), William Stanley (R), Richard Stuart (R), Glen Sturtevant (R)

Bill: VA SB608 - Department of Health; Department of Corrections; peer recovery specialists.

AI Summary:

This bill directs the Virginia Department of Health and the Virginia Department of Corrections to create guidelines for hiring peer recovery
specialists, who are individuals with lived experience in recovery from substance use disorders, even if they have prior criminal
convictions. These guidelines will clarify employment requirements for specific roles within these departments and must align with
existing state law (§ 37.2-314 of the Code of Virginia) that allows for exceptions to certain "barrier crimes" (offenses that typically prevent
employment in sensitive roles) for individuals hired to work in adult mental health or substance abuse treatment programs. This initiative
is a recommendation from the Joint Commission on Health Care.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Reported from Rehabilitation and Social Services with amendment (15-Y 0-N)
Action Date: 01/23/2026
Sponsor List: Todd Pillion (R)*, Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R)

Bill: VA SB612 - Motion picture production income tax credit; sales and use tax media-related exemptions.

AI Summary:
This bill extends the sunset date for Virginia's motion picture production income tax credit from taxable year 2026 to taxable year 2031,
meaning the credit will remain available for a longer period. Additionally, it extends certain sales and use tax exemptions related to film
production and distribution, which are crucial for media-related businesses, from July 1, 2027, to July 1, 2032. These exemptions help
reduce the tax burden on companies involved in creating and distributing films and other audiovisual works within the Commonwealth.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Finance and Appropriations
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Todd Pillion (R)*, Lashrecse Aird (D)

Bill: VA SB613 - Professions and occupations; regulation of real estate brokers, salespersons, and rental location agents; other powers and
duties of the Real Estate Board; licensure; criminal history certification.

AI Summary:

This bill directs the Real Estate Board to create regulations requiring anyone applying for a new real estate license, such as a broker or
salesperson, to disclose their criminal history on their application and to prove they have requested their own criminal record. The bill
outlines procedures for the Board to follow when issuing licenses before the criminal history is fully received, specifically stating that if an
applicant claims no criminal history and the Board later finds one, the license will be immediately suspended, with notification sent to the
applicant and their supervising broker. This suspension process is exempt from certain administrative procedures but can be overturned
by the Board through a formal decision. Additionally, the bill requires applicants to certify on their license renewal applications that they
have no undisclosed criminal history.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on General Laws and Technology
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Todd Pillion (R)*

Bill: VA SB614 - Alcoholic beverage control; advertising materials; purchase and display of barrels.

AI Summary:

This bill allows retail licensees, such as bars and liquor stores, to purchase the physical barrel or lid from which distilled spirits were
bottled, in addition to the spirits themselves, through a special agreement with the manufacturer and the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority. This physical barrel or lid would not be considered a gift and could be displayed on the retail licensee's premises, provided the
licensee adheres to the terms of the barrel purchase agreement. The bill also clarifies that this new provision does not affect existing
regulations regarding other types of alcoholic beverage advertising materials, which have specific value limits and restrictions on who they
can be obtained from.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Todd Pillion (R)*
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Bill: VA SB640 - Department of Social Services; corrective action plans and assumption of temporary control of local boards and local
departments; centralized intake system for reports or complaints of child abuse or neglect.

AI Summary:

This bill establishes a centralized system for receiving and investigating reports or complaints of child abuse and neglect, shifting this
responsibility from local departments of social services to the state Department of Social Services. It grants the Commissioner of Social
Services the authority to create and enforce corrective action plans for local boards or departments that fail to administer programs
correctly or that pose a risk to children or adults, and allows the Commissioner to temporarily assume control of a local board's child
welfare services and funds if they fail to comply with these plans. The bill also expands the definition of "social services" to include adult
services and mandates that local departments immediately forward any child abuse or neglect complaints they receive to the state's
centralized intake system, while requiring the state to determine the validity of these reports. Furthermore, it directs the State Board of
Social Services to create regulations requiring local departments to respond to valid reports of abuse or neglect for children under three
years old within 24 hours and to investigate complaints concerning children under three and children with disabilities.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Todd Pillion (R)*

Bill: VA SB641 - Board of Medicine; office-based buprenorphine treatment; counseling.

AI Summary:

This bill directs the Board of Medicine, which oversees medical practice in Virginia, to update its rules concerning office-based
buprenorphine treatment, a medication used to treat opioid use disorder. Specifically, healthcare providers offering this treatment will be
required to offer counseling or a referral to counseling to patients when it is deemed medically necessary and both the patient and
provider agree it's appropriate. Importantly, a patient's decision to decline counseling will not prevent them from receiving buprenorphine
treatment for their opioid use disorder. This change is a recommendation from the Joint Commission on Health Care, a state body that
studies healthcare issues.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (SB641)
Action Date: 01/21/2026

Sponsor List: Todd Pillion (R)*, Luther Cifers (R), Christie New Craig (R), Timmy French (R), Travis Hackworth (R), Ryan McDougle (R), Tammy Brankley
Mulchi (R), Mark Obenshain (R), Mark Peake (R), Bryce Reeves (R), William Stanley (R), Richard Stuart (R), Glen Sturtevant (R)

Bill: VA SB642 - Health insurance; pharmacies; freedom of choice; delivery of prescription drugs.

AI Summary:

This bill prohibits insurers, health maintenance organizations, preferred provider subscription contract providers, and pharmacy benefits
managers (companies that manage prescription drug benefits for health plans) from imposing policies or practices that force or
encourage individuals to receive prescription drugs in specific ways, such as requiring drugs to be sent directly to a healthcare provider for
administration, to a particular pharmacy chosen by the insurer, or to the patient's residence. It also prevents these entities from retaliating
against pharmacies or practitioners who follow these new rules, and expands the definition of a "pharmacy" to include physician practices,
hospital outpatient infusion centers, and other clinical settings that dispense or administer drugs, ensuring patients have a broader choice
of where they receive their medications.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Senate Commerce and Labor Hearing (19:00:00 1/26/2026 Senate Room A, Room 305, General Assembly Building)
Action Date: 01/26/2026
Sponsor List: Todd Pillion (R)*, Mamie Locke (D)

Bill: VA SB647 - Use of unmanned aircraft systems by law-enforcement officers; search warrants.

AI Summary:

This bill modifies existing law regarding the use of unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), which are drones and their associated equipment,
by law enforcement. It expedites the process for obtaining a search warrant for UAS use by requiring an immediate issuance upon a
finding of reasonable and probable cause by an authorized judicial official. The bill also permits law enforcement to use UAS without a
warrant in several specific situations: to document a crime scene or respond to a public safety emergency, to locate a person who has fled
the scene of an incident, to provide real-time aerial observation for safety and communication during emergencies, and to monitor large
public gatherings, demonstrations, or disturbances to ensure public safety. Additionally, it allows for warrantless UAS use to survey a
primary residence when planning to execute an arrest warrant for a felony offense, and for damage assessment, traffic assessment, flood
stage assessment, and fire and rescue operations, but not for wildfire assessment. The bill clarifies that evidence obtained in violation of
these rules is inadmissible in court and prohibits the use of weaponized drones except at specific facilities.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Todd Pillion (R)*
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Bill: VA SB694 - Individual income tax subtractions; tips.

AI Summary:

This bill proposes to create a new subtraction for individual income taxes in Virginia, specifically for income derived from tips. For taxable
years beginning on or after January 1, 2026, but before January 1, 2027, taxpayers will be able to subtract 25 percent of the federal tip
income deduction. For taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2027, and thereafter, this subtraction will increase to 50 percent of
the federal tip income deduction. This change aims to provide tax relief to individuals who receive a significant portion of their income
through tips, which are often subject to federal income tax.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Finance and Appropriations
Action Date: 01/14/2026

Sponsor List: Emily Jordan (R)*, Luther Cifers (R), Christie New Craig (R), Bill DeSteph (R), J.D. Diggs (R), Tara Durant (R), Travis Hackworth (R), Chris
Head (R), Ryan McDougle (R), Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R), Mark Obenshain (R), Mark Peake (R), Todd Pillion (R), Glen Sturtevant (R)

Bill: VA SB734 - Financial institutions; officers and directors.

AI Summary:

This bill amends existing law to allow individuals to serve as officers or directors of more than one financial institution under certain
conditions. Currently, an individual can generally only hold such positions in one financial institution unless both institutions are part of the
same holding company. However, this bill introduces an exception, allowing the State Corporation Commission (SCC), a state regulatory
body, to grant permission for an individual to serve on the boards of directors of multiple institutions if the SCC determines that these
institutions are not in competition with each other, or if denying such service would prevent an institution from having competent
management or direction from someone local to the area it serves.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Senate Commerce and Labor Hearing (19:00:00 1/26/2026 Senate Room A, Room 305, General Assembly Building)
Action Date: 01/26/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SB736 - State/Local Hospitalization Program; Director of Medical Assistance Services; exemption from reporting requirement.

AI Summary:

This bill modifies the reporting requirements for the Director of Medical Assistance Services concerning the State/Local Hospitalization
Program, which provides hospitalization and treatment for indigent persons. Previously, the Director was required to report annually on the
estimated costs of this program to specific legislative committees. However, this bill amends the law to stipulate that the Director will only
report on these cost estimates if funds for the State/Local Hospitalization Program are actually appropriated by the General Assembly for a
given fiscal year, and this report would then be due by December 1 of that fiscal year.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Fiscal Impact Statement from Department of Planning and Budget (SB736)
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SB741 - Line of Duty Act; transitional coverage.

AI Summary:

This bill amends the Line of Duty Act (LODA) to mandate that the Department of Human Resource Management must provide temporary
transitional health insurance coverage to individuals who are disabled, or their eligible spouses and dependents, during the period they
are transitioning into the LODA Health Benefits Plans. Previously, the Department was only authorized, but not required, to offer this
temporary coverage, which is intended to bridge the gap in health insurance for these individuals. The LODA Health Benefits Plans are
separate health insurance plans administered by the Department of Human Resource Management, modeled after state employee health
benefits, to cover individuals who are disabled or whose dependents or spouses are disabled or deceased in the line of duty.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SB747 - Individual income tax; first-time homebuyer tax credit.

AI Summary:

This bill establishes a one-time, nonrefundable individual income tax credit of $5,000 for first-time homebuyers in Virginia, available for
purchases made between 2026 and 2030. A "first-time homebuyer" is defined as someone who hasn't owned a principal residence (their
permanent home) in the preceding three years and whose household income does not exceed $100,000 or 120% of the local median
household income, whichever is greater. This credit is limited to $10 million per year and is allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. If
the credit amount exceeds a taxpayer's tax liability in the year of purchase, the remaining credit can be carried over for up to five years.
Importantly, any claimed credit must be repaid to the Commonwealth if the home is sold or no longer used as the buyer's principal
residence within three years of purchase, unless the sale or change in use is due to a natural disaster or military relocation. The Tax
Commissioner will create guidelines for claiming and repaying this credit.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Finance and Appropriations
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Todd Pillion (R)*
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Bill: VA SB751 - Utility Facilities Act; definition of public utility.

AI Summary:
This bill amends the Utility Facilities Act to clarify the definition of a "public utility" by excluding companies that generate, distribute, or store
electricity solely for their own customers on-site or on adjacent property, as long as the electricity is delivered without using a public utility's
existing distribution or transmission systems. Importantly, if such a facility operates within an electric utility's designated service area for
five years, the company operating it must then offer to sell the facility to that public utility.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
Action Date: 01/19/2026

Sponsor List:
Bill DeSteph (R)*, Creigh Deeds (D), Luther Cifers (R), Christie New Craig (R), Timmy French (R), Travis Hackworth (R), Emily Jordan (R),
Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R), Mark Peake (R), Todd Pillion (R), Bryce Reeves (R), William Stanley (R), Richard Stuart (R), Glen Sturtevant
(R)

Bill: VA SB752 - Electric utilities; construction and development of renewable energy facilities; powers of State Air Pollution Control Board;
powers of State Corporation Commission.

AI Summary:

This bill makes significant changes to Virginia's energy regulations by repealing provisions related to carbon dioxide emissions reduction
from power plants, prohibiting the State Corporation Commission (SCC) from approving new CO2-emitting utility-owned generation
facilities under certain conditions, and removing declarations that renewable energy sources like solar and wind, as well as energy
storage, are in the public interest. It also removes provisions specifically addressing the development of solar, wind, and offshore wind
generation, and electricity from renewable and zero-carbon sources. Instead, the bill declares that planning and development activities for
new nuclear generation facilities are in the public interest. Additionally, it amends various sections of the Code of Virginia to reflect these
changes, including those concerning the powers of the State Air Pollution Control Board and the SCC, and repeals specific sections
related to renewable energy portfolio standards and offshore wind projects.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
Action Date: 01/19/2026

Sponsor List:
Bill DeSteph (R)*, Luther Cifers (R), Christie New Craig (R), Timmy French (R), Travis Hackworth (R), Emily Jordan (R), Ryan McDougle
(R), Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R), Mark Obenshain (R), Mark Peake (R), Todd Pillion (R), Bryce Reeves (R), William Stanley (R), Richard
Stuart (R), Glen Sturtevant (R)

Bill: VA SB775 - Insurance; Fire Programs Fund; fees for vehicles; Virginia At Risk Fire Grant Program established; Firefighter Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) Fund established.

AI Summary:

This bill increases the fire insurance assessment rate from one percent to 1.5 percent starting July 1, 2026, and then to two percent
starting July 1, 2027, meaning insurance companies will pay a higher percentage of their premium income into the Fire Programs Fund,
which supports fire services. Additionally, the bill raises the vehicle registration fee for pickup trucks, panel trucks, and other motor vehicles
by $2, from $4.25 to $6.25, with the majority of this increase dedicated to emergency medical services. The legislation also establishes
two new programs: the Virginia At Risk Fire Grant Program, funded by a portion of the insurance assessments, to provide grants to fire
departments facing significant challenges in providing fire suppression or rescue services, and the Firefighter Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) Fund, which will purchase essential safety gear like breathing apparatus for firefighters.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SJR6 - Celebrating the life of John Michel de Triquet, M.D.

AI Summary:

This concurrent resolution honors the life and legacy of John Michel de Triquet, M.D., a distinguished pediatrician, Navy veteran, and long-
serving Chesapeake City Council member who passed away on August 22, 2025. The resolution highlights Dr. de Triquet's extensive
professional achievements, including his nearly 40-year career as a pediatrician at the Children's Hospital of The King's Daughters, his
service as the first medical director of the Child Advocacy Center of Hampton Roads, and his significant contributions to local government,
having served on the Chesapeake City Council for over 30 years, including approximately two decades as vice mayor. The resolution also
recognizes his military service, medical expertise, and numerous awards, such as the Navy Commendation Medal and the President's
Award from the Virginia Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics. Additionally, the document celebrates his personal qualities,
describing him as a "Renaissance man" who was passionate about history, music, and art, and who was deeply loved by his family,
including his wife of 54 years, Carole. The resolution formally expresses the General Assembly's sadness at his loss and directs the
Senate Clerk to prepare a copy of the resolution to be presented to his family as a token of respect and remembrance.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House
Action Date: 01/19/2026

Sponsor List:
Christie New Craig (R)*, Luther Cifers (R), Bill DeSteph (R), J.D. Diggs (R), Tara Durant (R), Travis Hackworth (R), Chris Head (R), Emily
Jordan (R), Ryan McDougle (R), Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R), Mark Obenshain (R), Mark Peake (R), Todd Pillion (R), Bryce Reeves (R),
William Stanley (R), Glen Sturtevant (R), David Suetterlein (R), Nadarius Clark (D)
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Bill: VA SJR14 - Celebrating the life of Norman Grayden Lineburg.

AI Summary:

This resolution honors Norman Grayden Lineburg, a distinguished educator, coach, and veteran who made significant contributions to the
Radford community in Virginia. The resolution highlights Lineburg's remarkable career as a high school football and track and field coach
at Radford High School, where he led the Bobcats for 38 years and won two football and four track and field state championships through
the Virginia High School League (VHSL). Lineburg, who graduated from John Handley High School and Shepherd University, where he
was a football team captain, also served in the United States Army and earned a master's degree from the University of Virginia. His
coaching legacy was recognized through his induction into the VHSL Hall of Fame in 1997 and the John Handley High School Hunter
Maddox Hall of Fame. The resolution, passed by both the Senate and House of Delegates, expresses deep sadness at his passing,
acknowledges his positive impact on countless lives, and directs the Senate Clerk to prepare a copy of the resolution to be presented to
his family, including his children Robert, Mark, Paul, and Wayne, as a mark of respect for his memory and achievements.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SJR15 - Commending the Marion Senior High School girls' tennis team.

AI Summary:

This resolution commends the Marion Senior High School girls' tennis team for winning the 2025 Virginia High School League (VHSL)
Class 2 state championship by defeating Central High School of Woodstock 5-0, marking their third consecutive state title. The resolution
highlights the team's roster, which includes Ava Austin, Maddie Austin, Hope Robinson, Bailey Russell, Hailey Watkins, and Parker White,
who were coached by Doug Grubb and Mike Robinson. The resolution also recognizes individual achievements, such as Ava Austin and
Parker White winning the VHSL girls' doubles title, and Parker White finishing as the singles runner-up. The resolution acknowledges the
team's success as a result of the student-athletes' hard work, coaches' leadership, and support from their families and school community.
As a final action, the resolution instructs the Senate Clerk to prepare a copy of the resolution to be presented to the team as an expression
of admiration for their athletic accomplishments.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House by voice vote
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SJR16 - Celebrating the life of Brenda Mozelle Barnett Lawson.

AI Summary:

This resolution honors the life and legacy of Brenda Mozelle Barnett Lawson, an accomplished educator who dedicated over 40 years to
serving students and families in Tazewell County, Virginia. The resolution highlights her extensive educational background, including
degrees from Radford University and Virginia Tech, and her diverse roles in the Tazewell County Public School system, ranging from
instructional aide to division superintendent. It recognizes her commitment to education, her tireless efforts to create supportive learning
environments, and her continued service as an adjunct instructor at Southwest Virginia Community College after retirement. The
resolution also celebrates her significant community involvement, including her active participation in the Presbyterian Church, her support
of local arts and youth programs, and her service on various boards and committees. By formally acknowledging her contributions, the
Virginia General Assembly expresses deep respect for her memory and instructs the Senate Clerk to prepare a copy of the resolution to be
presented to her family as a tribute to her remarkable life and service.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SJR17 - Celebrating the life of James Wade Gilley, Sr., Ph.D.

AI Summary:

This resolution celebrates the life of James Wade Gilley, Sr., Ph.D., a distinguished engineer and higher education leader who passed
away on July 5, 2025. Originally from Southwest Virginia, Gilley graduated from Virginia Tech with a civil engineering degree and had a
notable career that included serving as president of multiple universities and community colleges, such as Marshall University and the
University of Tennessee. He also served as Secretary of Education in Governor John Dalton's cabinet and held senior administrative
positions at George Mason University. Throughout his professional life, Gilley was active in community service, participating in
organizations like the Rotary Club International and the United Christian Parish of Reston. A prolific writer, he authored numerous op-ed
articles, publications about higher education, and books about his Southwest Virginia upbringing. The resolution, passed by the Virginia
General Assembly, expresses profound sadness at his loss and directs the Senate Clerk to prepare a copy of the resolution to be
presented to his family, including his wife of 63 years, Nanna, and his children Cheryl and Wade, Jr., as a mark of respect and
remembrance.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*
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Bill: VA SJR18 - Commending the Richlands Area Citizens for the Arts.

AI Summary:

This resolution commends the Richlands Area Citizens for the Arts, an organization that for 44 years, and originally known as Community
Artist Residency Training (CART), enriched cultural life in Southwest Virginia by promoting arts education and organizing a wide range of
local arts programs and performances. Established in 1981 to attract artists and musicians to the region, CART, under the visionary
leadership of Ginger H. Branton, hosted world-class exhibitions and musical acts, produced well-known theatre productions, and provided
vital arts-in-education programming in schools throughout Tazewell County, fostering a lifelong appreciation for the arts in countless
young people and offering the entire community unique opportunities to engage with the arts. The resolution acknowledges the
organization's final season in 2025 and expresses the admiration of the Virginia General Assembly for its exceptional achievements, with
copies to be presented to its executive director and president.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Bill text as passed Senate and House (SJ18ER)
Action Date: 01/21/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SJR29 - Commending the Montgomery County Parks and Recreation Department.

AI Summary:

This joint resolution commends the Montgomery County Parks and Recreation Department for its 50 years of service to the community,
recognizing its significant contributions to organizing programs, maintaining public spaces, and promoting environmental stewardship
through initiatives like "Renew the New." The resolution highlights the department's growth from its establishment in the 1975-1976 fiscal
year, noting its current management of 12 parks, a community pool, over 200 programs, 90 sports teams, and more than 225 acres of
parkland, all of which have enhanced the quality of life and well-being of Montgomery County residents. The General Assembly
acknowledges the visionary leadership of its director, Mitchell Haugh, and the dedication of its staff and volunteers in making these
accomplishments possible.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House by voice vote
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*, David Suetterlein (R)

Bill: VA SJR30 - Commending the Montgomery County Emergency Assistance Program.

AI Summary:
This resolution commends the Montgomery County Emergency Assistance Program (MCEAP) for its 50 years of service to individuals and
families in Montgomery County and surrounding areas. Founded in 1975, MCEAP has grown to provide significant financial assistance for
essential needs like mortgages, utilities, food, and clothing, acting as a vital support system and contributing to the community's well-
being. The resolution acknowledges MCEAP's recent 50th-anniversary commemoration and its ongoing efforts to positively impact lives.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House by voice vote
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*, David Suetterlein (R)

Bill: VA SJR31 - Study; Department of Conservation and Recreation; state park in Washington County; report.

AI Summary:

This joint resolution requests the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency responsible for protecting Virginia's
natural and recreational resources, to investigate the possibility of creating a new state park in Washington County. The proposed park
would encompass the Mendota Trail, a 12.5-mile former railroad corridor now used for hiking and biking, and Abrams Falls, both located
within the Holston River Watershed. The DCR is directed to consult with local residents, governments, and organizations, and all state
agencies are required to assist in this study. The department must complete its work by November 30, 2026, and submit a report of its
findings and recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly by the start of the 2027 legislative session, with the report also
being posted online. This initiative is motivated by the potential for economic benefits through tourism, the unique ecological value of the
Mendota Trail and Abrams Falls, and the lack of nearby state park facilities for communities in the region.

Bill Progress: In Committee
Last Action: Referred to Committee on Rules
Action Date: 01/14/2026
Sponsor List: Todd Pillion (R)*

Bill: VA SJR33 - Commending the Blacksburg High School boys golf team.

AI Summary:

This resolution, a formal expression of praise from the Virginia General Assembly, commends the Blacksburg High School boys' golf team
for their victory at the 2025 PGA Boys High School Golf National Invitational. The team, known as the Blacksburg Bruins, achieved their first
national title by winning the prestigious tournament held at Pinehurst Resort, defeating other top teams with a cumulative score of 851
strokes, 13 strokes under par. This accomplishment is highlighted as a result of the players' hard work, the guidance of their coaches, and
the support of their community, and a copy of the resolution will be presented to their coach, Rick Mattox.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House by voice vote
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*, David Suetterlein (R)

SWVA GR Coalition VA Bill Report 01.23.2026
January 23, 2026  (103 total bills)

Page 22 of  24© 2026 Bristol TN/VA Chamber of  Commerce

https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1917712
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1933447
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1933424
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1941057
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1934648


Bill: VA SJR34 - Commending the Auburn High School baseball team.

AI Summary:

This joint resolution commends the Auburn High School baseball team for winning the Virginia High School League Class 1 state
championship on June 14, 2025, marking their fourth state title in 20 years. The resolution highlights the team's dominant 26-1-1 season
record, their undefeated regional play, and the recognition received, including Coach of the Year for Eric Altizer and Player of the Year for
Zac McGlothlin, along with five other all-state selections. It acknowledges the hard work of the student-athletes, the guidance of their
coaches and teachers, and the support of the school community, and directs the Clerk of the Senate to present a copy of this resolution to
Coach Altizer as an expression of the General Assembly's admiration.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House by voice vote
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*, David Suetterlein (R)

Bill: VA SJR35 - Celebrating the life of Palmer Leslie Griffith, Jr.

AI Summary:

This resolution, a formal expression of sentiment from the Virginia General Assembly, commemorates the life of Palmer Leslie Griffith, Jr.,
a respected figure in Christiansburg who passed away on September 13, 2025. It acknowledges his extensive public service, including
two decades with the Christiansburg Rescue Squad and his tenure on the Town Council, where he worked to improve the quality of life for
residents. The resolution also highlights his significant role as the founder and owner of Dude's Drive-In, a beloved local restaurant
established in 1978 that became a community gathering spot through his vision and warmth. Furthermore, it notes his contributions to his
community and his fellowship at Laurel Hill Church of Christ, and expresses that he will be fondly remembered by his family and friends.
The General Assembly has resolved to formally note his passing with sadness and to present a copy of this resolution to his family as a
token of their respect for his memory.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by House
Action Date: 01/19/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*

Bill: VA SJR39 - Commending the Marion Senior High School boys' tennis team.

AI Summary:

This resolution, a formal expression of praise passed by both the Senate and the House of Delegates (the legislative bodies of Virginia),
commends the Marion Senior High School boys' tennis team for winning the Virginia High School League (VHSL) Class 2 state
championship in June 2025. This victory marked the team's first-ever state title and was achieved in a hard-fought match against Bruton
High School, with key wins in both singles and doubles play, including a decisive doubles match to secure the championship. The
resolution also notes the team's historical achievement of being the third school to win both the boys' and girls' Class 2 state
championships in the same year, recognizing the dedication of the student-athletes, coaches, and community. The Clerk of the Senate is
directed to prepare a copy of this resolution to be presented to the team as a symbol of the General Assembly's admiration for their
success and well wishes for their future endeavors.

Bill Progress: Crossed Over
Last Action: Agreed to by Senate by voice vote (Voice Vote)
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*, Mitchell Cornett (R)

Bill: VA SJR40 - Commending Blue Ridge Cancer Care.

AI Summary:

This joint resolution commends Blue Ridge Cancer Care, a medical practice that provides specialized care for cancer and blood
disorders, for its 50th anniversary and its significant contributions to the Commonwealth. The resolution highlights Blue Ridge Cancer
Care's extensive reach with nine locations across Southwest Virginia and West Virginia, its patient-centered approach that integrates
physical and emotional needs, and its membership in The US Oncology Network, which connects it to a vast network of physicians and
resources. Furthermore, it acknowledges the practice's participation in clinical trials through US Oncology Research, which has been
instrumental in the development of numerous FDA-approved cancer therapies, and its commitment to advancing oncology through new
technologies and early detection methods, recognizing the profound positive impact it has had on countless lives.

Bill Progress: Crossed Over
Last Action: Agreed to by Senate by voice vote (Voice Vote)
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*, David Suetterlein (R)

Bill: VA SJR41 - Commending the Rural Retreat Volunteer Fire Department.

AI Summary:

This joint resolution commends the Rural Retreat Volunteer Fire Department for its 100 years of dedicated service to the citizens and
property of Rural Retreat and Wythe County, acknowledging its evolution from early equipment to modern resources, its successful
community fundraising efforts, and the unwavering commitment of its members and leadership, including Fire Chief Dave Evans, to
community safety, and directs the Clerk of the Senate to present a copy of this resolution to the department as a token of the General
Assembly's admiration for its significant contributions.

Bill Progress: Passed
Last Action: Agreed to by Senate by voice vote
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*
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Bill: VA SJR50 - Celebrating the life of Virginia Ellen Thomas Fizer.

AI Summary:

This resolution, a formal expression from the Virginia General Assembly, commemorates the life of Virginia Ellen Thomas Fizer, who
passed away on August 17, 2025. It highlights her significant contributions as an educator in Pulaski County, where she taught various
subjects and dedicated herself to her students' success, notably assisting foreign students in learning English. The resolution also
acknowledges her personal life, including her upbringing in Roanoke, her education at Roanoke College, her love for family and friends,
and her enjoyment of hobbies like quilting and knitting. It expresses the General Assembly's profound sadness at her loss and directs the
Clerk of the Senate to present a copy of this resolution to her family as a token of respect for her memory.

Bill Progress: Crossed Over
Last Action: Agreed to by Senate
Action Date: 01/22/2026
Sponsor List: Travis Hackworth (R)*
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